	 





	


:: NOTES OF THE DAY
In March, the initiation of a project to measure pollution in the Valley of Mexico

miguel cabildo/apro 

* With a 25 million-dollar budget and participation from Mexican and NASA technicians.

Mexico City, February 23, 2006 (apro).–Due to the high levels of pollution registered in the Metropolitan area, representatives from NASA, the National Institute of Ecology (INE), the Molina Center [in California] and institutions from Mexico and abroad, announced that a project will be conducted to analyze the consequences of pollutant particles in the Valley of Mexico and its neighboring areas.

The investigation was named Megacity Initiative: Local and Global Research Observation (MILAGRO) and according to its head coordinator, Luisa Molina, the project will also include participation from the governments of Veracruz, Hidalgo, State of Mexico and the Federal District.
During the press conference, Luisa Molina spoke about the project that is set to begin this next month of March with a budget of 25 million dollars. The purpose is to analyze and study the consequences of pollutant particles at local and regional levels.

This project includes monitoring by aircraft as well as ground-level measurements of pollutant particles. Six airplanes property of the American Space Agency (NASA) will be made available for this purpose.

According to participating institutions the preliminary results will require a period of six months and, according to the Secretary of Environment and Natural Resources, José Luis Luege, they will be useful in the decision-making process and implementation of public policies beneficial to environmental and health related areas.

The Secretary of Environment of the State of Mexico, Mireille Rocatti, applauded the efforts of the Milagro project.

She stated that, at first, it would bring about scientific evidence on the behavior of atmospheric particles in the metropolitan region and their dispersal into neighboring states in the center part of the country.

Her counterpart in the Federal District (Mexico City), Claudia Sheinbaum, indicated that the Fideicomiso Ambiental Metropolitano would finance the project with a sum of 6 million pesos.

Adrián Fernández, President of the National Institute of Ecology (INE) also attended the Press Conference along with representatives from the governments of Veracruz and Hidalgo.
