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NASA brings satellites to Mexico!
Published: 2006 Mar 08 - 05:55

• American scientists from NASA participating in the “Milagro” Project will use nine satellites, six aircraft and balloons to measure the level of atmospheric pollution in the region
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They build science base at Veracruz port
By Petra Cruz Ortiz / Reporter for NOTIVER / Photograph HUGO GARRIDO
American scientists from NASA participating in the “Milagro” Project will use nine satellites, six aircraft and balloons to measure the level of atmospheric pollution at several altitudes over a region going from the Mexico City Metropolitan Region to the Pacific Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico.

The monitoring activities will be conducted during a period of 30 days 24 hours a day by 400 researchers and students from more than 120 Mexican and foreign institutions.

At a press conference, Dr. Sasha Madronich, Claudio Torres and Dr. Luisa Molina, coordinator of Milagro, a 30-million-dollar project funded by American and Mexican institutions, indicated that the object of this study is to provide information that would help establish more environmental-friendly public policies.

They stated that the damage caused by aerosol gases and particles in the atmosphere affects the climate and results in health hazards, as well as negative changes in urban meteorological parameters, agriculture and other activities.

The project’s overall goal is to study the atmosphere in order to improve the air quality in the region.

Among the different American institutions and organizations taking part in Milagro are the Department of Energy and the National Science Foundation. Also participating are institutions from Germany, Spain and Sweden.

Representing Mexico in this event are several important universities, Pemex, Semarnat, STC, Secretariat of the Navy, National Institute of Ecology, among others.

The Mexico City Metropolitan Area was selected as a case study due to its tropical latitude which is similar to other megacities, the existence of reliable emission inventories and air quality monitoring studies, previous experience with first-rate scientific collaboration, excellent logistical infrastructure, and data from prior research campaigns. 

The Veracruz airport was chosen as an air base because of the region’s latitude, atmospheric conditions and infrastructure settings.

Last but not least, the Milagro Campaign hopes to contribute to the education and training of young investigators, to raise social awareness toward atmospheric pollution problems, and to disseminate the results of the measurement campaign to the scientific community as well as policy makers and the general public.

